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on THE 


15 the Committee e afield "OP a Dental Meeting of the Perſon 5 


concerned Mm the Hat Trade, 


2 are induced to ſolicit for Attention to theſe Obſervations, with the 
greater Earneſtneſs, becauſe the Manufacture which it is in— 
oiled to tax is very little underſtood by any Perſons who are not con- 


verſant with it; and of courſe the Effects that may be produced in it by 


any Alteration of its preſent Circumſtances and Situation are ſuch as can- 
not pothibly be foreſeen, or even imagined, by any but thoſe who are con- 
cerned in the Trade —Theſe Effects will, we fear and expect, be much 


more ſerious and indeed more ruinous than either the Propoſer of the Tax, 
or thole who are to Judge of 1 its Expedieney are at preſent apprized of. 


The Objections chat we have to ſtate we cenainly. do not defire to have 


ed until they are eſtabliſhed by the moſt ſatisfatory and deciſive 


Proof, which we offer with much Readineſs, being able to produce it with 


the greateft Eaſe ; but we hope that the following Facts will be allowed to 
be of ſuch a Nature as to deſerve very ſerious Conſideration if ſhewn to 


= be true and unexaggerated. | 


There are in this Kingdom ſeveral Thouſand Families employed i in the 
Hat-Manufactory, a very great Majority of whom are Makers of Felts (or 

Jlats made of Lambs-Wool) in the making of which nearly the Whole of 

nnn Lambs Wool that this Country * 1s conſumed. Ce ee 


The F elis are made by a very great Number of indigent ManulaGueets 


who have no Capitals; whoſe Trade has hitherto required none; and 


who will be utterly unable to advance the Amount of the Tax upon the 
ſmalleſt neceſſary Stock of Hats, even if a fingle Day alone were to inter- 


vene between the Payment of the Duty and the Diſpoſal of the Hats. 
Theſe Felts, when made, are ſold from Six Shillings per Dozen upwards ; | 
a very large Proportion being all of the loweſt Kinds. The Buſmeſs of 
many of theſe People conſiſts in retailing Hats at Twelve, Fourteen, and 
Sixteen Pence each; and we are convinced theſe F elts cannot be made 
at all if they are not made by theſe poor Manufacturers, each of whom has 


generally his Male Children employed in the Manufactory beſides two 
* to whom he gives no Wages. 


| Theſe F cles are abſolutely neceſſary to the Exiſtence of the Exportation 


* the 3 Part of all . Orders 8889 8 for them. 


Theſe 


7 heſe poor People are already drongly tempted by the Offers of exor- 
bitant Wages to emigrate; Manufactories being now eſtabliſhing and 
cheriſhing in Sweden, Germany, Flanders, France, and America. 
America in particular is very attentive to the Matter, ſeveral of the States 
having lately impoſed very heavy Duties on the Importation of Britiſh 
Hats.—Ireland alſo, from the Vicinity of its Situation, will offer them 
ſuch Temptations; and the Riſque of removing will be ſo ſmall that we 
do not expect many to ſtay behind, and be reduced from their preſent State 
of Independence and Uſefulneſs, while ſo eaſy and effeQual a Remedy is 
within their Reach. 


With reſpect to the Exportation Trade, the drawing back again of the 
Duty will not nearly remedy the Evil. — At preſent the Exporter is 
engaged in a Competition with the Foreign Manufactories, and we are 
convinced that the very great Increaſe of Capital, which this Tax will 
render neceſſary, together wha the Expences and Delays incident to the 
Drawback will unavoidably to impoveriſh the Quality of the Hat exported, 
"ms — to diſcourage, and at length entirely deſtroy, the Foreign 
Demand. „ 5 


Add to ts that the heavy Tax on the F chs- fon Home Conſumption 
| will ſo 1 injure the Manufacturer of them as to prevent the Exporter from 

getting theſe — and material Articles a at the Rate he has hitherto 
done. 


Reſpecting the Mode * carrying the Tax into Execution, we are 
informed that an Exciſe Officer is to attend, to take an Account of the 
Hats at the firſt giving of them out to the Workmen. As it is impoſſible 
to identify theſe Hats when made, merely by a Knowled, ge of what they are 

compoſed of; this Attendance of the Exciſe Officer can only be intended 
to aſcertain the Number of Hats ſo given out to make; but as the Hat 
is never, or very ſeldom, dyed and finiſhed by the . Man that made 
it, and often is neither finiſhed at all for many Months after it is made, 

nor within a Hundred Miles of the Place where it was made, we cannot 
comprehend what Uſe is intended to be made of the Knowledge ob- 
4 by the Exciſeman at his firſt Attendance. 


"Aer this firſt 11 of the Exciſeman, we preſume cis 12 
facture is to proceed until the Hat attains that State in which the Tax is 
to take Place, and the Officer is then to have ſix Hours Notice that he 
may mark the Hat. The Delay this will occaſion to a Buſineſs, the uſual 
Gator of which 1s to ſend the Hats out, at all Times of the Day, im- 
mediately on being finiſhed, and frequently by One at a Time, will be ſo 
diſtreſſing as hardly to be borne. The Tax Mark being to be impieſſed by 
burning, will always endanger and frequently i injure the Hat, if done in 
the moſt cautious Manner; and if the Officer, for any Reaſon whatever, 
ſhould wiſh to injure the Manufacturer, he Will have it in his Power, by: 
little and le, completely to effect his Ruin. . 


The 


4 =Þ 


The prodigious Inequality of the Tax is he Circumſtance attending 
it, that alarms us exceedingly. It being One Hundred per Cent. on very 
many Hats, and from Ninety to Forty per Cent. on moſt of the Felts that 


aare made. It alſo happens that we uſe that Kind of Stuff in the making of 


Hats of many Sorts, that we ſell from Twenty-one Pence each, to Five or 
Six Shillings, which would ſubje& the Hat to the Duty of Two Shillings 
per Hat, and this we need not obſerve, would be attended with the 
5 Destruction of this Part of the Manufacture. 


The Deſeription of that Kind of Hat which! IS the Object of che 3 
Tax, is alſo ſo limited, that we are led to expect with the greateſt Certainty, 
dmat the Object of the Tax will ceaſe in a great Degree to be worn. Now, 

though ſome Remedy may be applied to this, ſo as to make the Tax in 

future more likely to anſwer the Purpoſe of Government, yet we fear our 
Trade will be irrecoverably ruined by the Experiment. Hats of Leather and 
Chip and Leghorn Hats, being now worn by Women, Children, and Men. : 


Such being the Conſequences to our Trade that we expect, and are 
convinced will neceſſarily follow from the Operation of the Tax in its 
preſent State, we ae are exceedingly deſirous chat it ſhould not 


take Place. 


Any other Mode of Taxation it is not for us to preſume to point out, 
even if we thought ourſelves able to do it; but at preſent we have not 
been ſucceſsful in our induſtrious Endeavours to diſcover any practicable 
Mode of railing the expected Sum by a Tax upon Hats; yet we will 
venture juſt to point out a few Properties which that Mode muſt have, 
which will either raiſe the Money, or ſave our r Trade from immediate and 

unavoidable Deſtruction. 


It muſt leave the Exporter exactly i in his preſent State, without any 
neceſſary Increaſe of Capital for the carrying on of his Trade (an In- 
creaſe, as the Tax now ſtands, enormous and intolerable) and without 
any of thoſe Expences and Delays incident to Drawbacks, which, though 
they are unproductive to Government, are burthenſome to Trade. 


It muſt relieve. the Seller of the Hats for Home Conſumption (the 
Beer from any unneceſſary Increaſe of his Capital alſo, and the very _ 
heavy and diſcouraging Duty on the Felts, muſt be lightened ſo much, as 
to prevent the Manufacture of theſe material and leading Articles, from 7 
long ned and deſtroyed. 


= addition to theſe Obſervations, we ſhall only remark, that much has 
been the Situation of our Trade for ſome Time paſt, as to make it 
neceſſary to apply to Parliament ſor Relief, by petitioning that a Duty 
ol Six 1 per Pound © on one of the Articles with which we make Hats 
TW might 


might be taken off, and that the Exportation of ſome of our raw Materials 
might be prohibited. The reaſonableneſs of this Petition has been ſo 


ſatisfactorily proved, that we have no doubt but that the Prayer of It, 
which is now under Parliamentary Conſideration, will be complied with. 
It is hardly neceſſary to add, that a Tax upon Hats, in this Situation 


ol the Hat Trade, is obviouſly ill-timed.; the Petition which we preſented 


lately to Parliament ,(before we coul d p oſſibly . that any "Pane wu 


Intended to be laid upon Hats) and we apprehend the Evidence we 
brought in Support of it, having proved the Neceſſity of our being 


relieved, even in our preſent Circumſtances. 
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